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Spring time is upon us. Looking over
the great list of outings in the last issue,
I'm sure many of you were just like me;
checking your calendar to see what trips
you could squeeze in. However, it seems
that I have a conflict on almost every
date! As I look back over what I have
done in the way of trips over the last 12
years that I have been in the Sierra
Club, I see a disturbing trend. In 1992,
I joined specifically to learn how to
backpack. In fact, I joined after I took
the backpacker's workshop (which I had
enrolled in following my adventurous
trip to the Grand Canyon) since I was
excited to find a group of people who
like to take trips.

The first year I was a littde slow
getting into the swing of things, not
owning any gear or really knowing too
many people or my abilities.
However,within a couple of years, I was
taking several day hikes and three to
four backpacks a year with the club. It
wasn't too long before I was leading
them as well. The casual conversation at
Sierra Club parties went something like
this, "what's your big trip for this year?
Really, well, I'm going to...." And we
went on to describe the backpacks and
other activities planned.

This year we have a traditional
favorite, a backpack to Colorado in July,

View from the Chair by David Franklin

and a new type of trip for us, a white
water rafting trip, also planned for July.
In the past we have done canoe trips,
bike trips, cabin-based snowshoeing, car
camping, and many more.

Anyway, back to that trend. I noticed
that as time went on with the club, my
activities swung more to
conservation, legislative lobbying, and
club administrative duties. By serving as
group chair, serving on the statewide
executive committee, going back to
graduate school, working a full-time
job, and the hundred other little things
I started to do, I have forgotten to block
in time for trips. A disturbing trend
indeed! So I looked at the calendar,
picked a couple of weeks this year and
marked them off as "trip time" and I
blocked out some Saturdays for some
day hikes. After all this A+type of
thinking and planning, it occurred to
me, it's a beautiful Sunday afternoon (at
least it was when I wrote this) and I live
less than 2 miles from a small wildlife
refuge. So I turned off the computer,
and went for a walk in the woods; it
reminded me of why I joined the Sierra
Club in the first place, why I work to
explore, enjoy and protect the
environment, and why I don't ever
want to forget to explore this beautiful
planet. Get out there!
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Upcomming Programs

May 17 "Smart Houses" by Kelly
Parker, President of Guaranteed Watt
Savers Systems, Inc. of Oklahoma
City (kellypar@gwssi.com), Kelly will
help you discover what the elements
of a "Smart House" are, as well as
upcoming tax credits. This is about
much more than just energy efficiency.

June 21 "Sustainable Gardening,"
by Paul Johnson, the Plant Detective
(paul@plantdetective.com),
will discuss what we really need to
have a sustainable garden. He will
talk about what plants actually need
to grow and how to make better
choices, both for gardens and for the
environment.

Certified Organic
Shade Grown
Fair Trade

120z Whole Bean Custom Blend $8
120z French Roast $8

120z Custom Blend Decaf $9

120z Drip Grind Custom Blend $8
120z French Roast $8

120z Custom Blend Decaf $9

Now available at Cimarron Group
meetings the 3rd Monday of each
month or from sshields@cox.net

WHaT KiND OF FL2§WER R U?
WHAT COLOR aRE YOU?

Please join us on Sat, May 22, 5-9pm for our annual Spring Fling!! In
keeping with tradition feel free to bring your favorite food to share, lawn
chair to sit on, drEss Up As yOur fAvOrlte flIOWEr and come show us your
ColorS! Prizes will be awarded! Wine, beer and water will be provided.
Location: 3816 N. Drexel Blvd, OKC (1 mile E. of Hefner
Pkwy off NW 36th, N. on Drexel Blvd) - 474-5754

o02bcampng@yahoo.com |
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Open Chair

Our previous Membership Chair is
now our Treasurer. We have a
volunteer to man the membership
table part of the time, but we need
someone to handle the other
duties such as new member
welcome letters, etc. See Kathy
Scurlock for more information.

Swap Meet

Have some gear you re not using?
At our May meeting we will hold a
swap meet where people can bring
used gear to sell. No coordination
with the group on this sale, we re
just opening up table space as a
service to our members.

Conservation Corner

We are continuing to focus on our 2004 campaigns:

* Fox Lake - A real-estate developer + Lightning Creek - A riparian area
wants to clear a section of native under threat.
cross timbers for yet another
Wal-Mart Superstore in Edmond.

e Environmental Justice - Building
livable communities - towns and

* Riparian Habitat Plan - Reverse cities for all of us.

stream channelization in urban
areas through new technologies
and old science.

* Metro Transit - Ride On! Proposals
for making metro transit more
effective and affordable.

Along with these established campaigns we remain open to new
opportunities as they arise throughout the year. We invite you to share your
comments, ideas and concerns with us, and have developed a new on-line form
to quickly communicate these. This form, found on our conservation web page,
asks the same tough questions we will ask when taking on a campaign. Of
course, we still talk to members on the phone and at meetings, but here s a
method that s open 24/7.

Please remember that we are an all volunteer team. We can t do all that we
would like, and sometimes, the best help we can give is to empower others with
free training and resources.

The Conservation Committee meets at 6:15pm just before the regularly
scheduled Group meeting. Since there’s a lot of ground to cover, try to be there
a few minutes early. See you there!

For the latest on conservation happenings, please be sure to check out our
website, oklahoma.sierraclub.org/cimarron
Thanks! James Martin - Chair / Esther Houser - Vice-Chair
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Jay Trenary invites you to attend the ICO
dayhike at the Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge May 8th, with the Eisenhower
Elementary School.

In order to plan these trips, prior registration
is needed to go on an ICO outing.

All outings will leave from the school at
8:30am and return at approximately
5:00pm. Adults: please arrive by 8:15.

To reach the school, go east on Britton
Rd. to a stopsign about 1/2 mile east of
the Broadway Extension; turn north about
1/4 mile. The school is on the right and

sets back from the road.

For more information Contact trip
leader Jay Trenary at

jay@lawyer.com or call 831-5535

OKLA. CITY: Town & Country Village,
122nd & N. May Ave. A (405) 751-7376
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May 1 - 2: Beginner's Backpack to Robber’s Cave State Park. Join trip leader Jana
Johnston on an easy backpack to learn the fundamentals of backpacking, a great
follow up to the Backpacking workshop. Veteran backpackers with a little cabin fever
are welcome to join us as we enjoy spring time in Oklahoma. Contact Jana Johnston
at 751-1571 or janajcpa@hotmail.com for more information.

May 8: Inner City Outing Dayhike the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. Contact
Jay Trenary at 831-5535 or jay@lawyer.com for more information.

May 8: Ouachita Trail maintenance. Join us as we maintain this beautiful area of
southeast Oklahoma. We will begin with a short educational workshop on trail
maintenance techniques so first timers are welcome! For more information contact Tom
Libby at tomlibby@yahoo.com, 615-6390 or Rick Bolin at rickus@mac.com 728-2035.

July

July 1 - 4: Backpacking Colorado: A three day, two night backpack in the South San
Juan Wilderness featuring some of Colorado’s finest examples of aspen, spruce-fir
and ponderosa pine forests along with endless views from high rocky mountain
plateaus. Rated Moderate to Strenuous. Required Donation: $15. Contact Tom Libby
at tomlibby@yahoo.com or call 615-6390 for more information.

July 1 - 5: River Rafting Colorado: Join trip leader David Schultz and outfitter John
Bowen of High Plains Outdoor Adventures (http://www.hpoiadventure.com) for a fun
river-running experience, river clean-up, and learn-to-whitewater raft class (for those
who want to). If there is sufficient water, we will run the North Platte River, which can
be a class IV river. If not, we will run the Upper Colorado River, which is a class I
river. We will be three days on the water with tent camping on the river. John will be
donating his outfitter's fee, so the only expenses will be guide salaries ($35 a day
per person), food, transportation, insurance, and required Sierra Club donation of $5
a day ($15 total) This trip is limited to 12 participants. Contact: David Schultz at
579-0995 or david.schultz@noaa.gov for more information.

July 31 - Aug. 1: Bat Viewing at the Selman Cave in northwest Oklahoma. Learn
about bats and their habits on this fun outing. Advance signup is required to secure
tickets. Sign up early for this one! Required donation: $10 plus the cost of the
tickets. Contact Bill Scimeca at 879-2040 or wscim@swbell.net for more information.

August

Aug. 21 - 22: Car camping Great Salt Plains State Park. Enjoy digging for crystals in
the sand, view the great variety of birds in the area, learn about birds who frequent
the refuge and a little about the history of the wildlife refuge system. Contact Neil
Garrison at 373-0309 or nlgarrison@aol.com for more info.

Please note: Sierra Club outings are open to members

Outing Leaders Wanted!
Many of our members have been
introduced to the Sierra Club through our
outings program. We need more trip
leaders to continue to offer the variety
and quantity of trips that help people
explore and enjoy the planet. We provide
training, including facilitating First Aid
training, for prospective leaders. If you
want to learn more, contact Bill Scimeca
at wscim@swbell.net or 879-2040.

and non-members alike. In order to participate on an outing,
you will need to sign a liability waiver. Some trips require a
donation of between $2 and $5 a day for members and $10
a day for non members.

Copies can also be obtained from the Group Outings Chair.
Transportation is not a part of the outing. While it
is customary for participants to make carpooling
arrangements for outings, the Sierra Club does not have
insurance for carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar,
and assumes no liability for them.

Trips are lead by trained volunteers, who have final say over
who can and cannot participate.

PLEASE NOTE : THE DATES SHOWN FOR EACH
EVENT INCLUDE WHOLE TRAVEL DAYS FOR
PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY. FOR INSURANCE
COVERAGE, ALL OUTINGS BEGIN AT THE TRAILHEAD.
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